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A 1991 Christianity Today Readers' Choice Award The Spirit moves the church into the world. That

is how it has always been since the day of Pentecost when the Spirit brought thousands from many

countries into the body of Christ. With the breadth and scholarly care that have marked John Stott's

years of ministry, this book opens to us the early days of the church as recorded by Luke in the

book of Acts. The experiences of the early church have much to say about issues that concern

Christians today. What can Acts tell us about tongues and other extraordinary manifestations of the

Spirit? How should churches structure themselves--with elders, deacons, pastors or all three? What

should a normal Christian conversion look like? And, of course, how should the church reach out

into the world with the message of salvation? These and many other topics are handled with a

pastoral heart and an unwavering commitment to the authority of God's Word in our lives. As Stott

concludes, "The Acts of the Apostles have long ago finished; the acts of the followers of Jesus will

continue until the end of the world."
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John R. W. Stott, The Message of Acts: The Spirit, the Church & the World. Leicester, England, and

Downers Grove, Illinois, 1994 (originally published in 1990, my edition is the 13th printing 2005),

428 pages (including Study Guide), ISBN 0-8308-1236-9.I have been a great admirer of John Stott,

and in particular of his books, for many years; I have even translated some of them into German.



Stott's explanations and commentaries on Scripture are lucid, full of enlightening remarks and

overflowing with quotes not only from other Bible books or from the latest theological expositions,

but also from the great thinkers and churchmen of the patristic, reformation and, occasionally,

Puritan and evangelical periods. On the whole, Stott's book on Acts lives up to this statement pretty

well, and his treatment of Paul's missionary journeys and his enforced trip to Rome are masterly,

with Stott cleverly combining a re-telling of Luke's text with other historical information normally not

so easily available. All during the second half of the book I found myself more or less glued to its

pages, always happy to read more than I had originally planned. However, I still want to reduce my

evaluation to four stars instead of five because of one point which rather disturbed me. For all his

attempts at fairness and balance, Stott here seems to me to miss the mark when it comes to Luke's

treatment of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit among the first Christians. Stott is so determined to

see everywhere his theory of a "single Christian initiation" that he gets himself caught up in obvious

logical problems, as well as missing the exegetical point in a number of passages and glossing over

facts which don't seem to suit him in others.
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